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SPAGHETTI JUNCTION
Richard Rogers
outside the old italan
pavition, which hosted an
International exhibition

The harassed lady in black i only half listening,

The bk of what little attention she can Spare is spent

deflecting an Awstrian web-cam crew from mounting

the stairs behind her. She turas bo wam off a three-

man crew from a Spanish architectural guarterky that

B inching a letke to0 Chose, flashes a lrosty grimace

of dsappointment 3 2 plaintive Pormuguede pournalisi,

thien shakes her head with a deliberate fnalty

o the increasingly belligarent Awstrians, Evenually,

shie moleons me up. She grants just the bepinning of

2 smibe even as she dro@s my business Card to Uhe Ploor

i Bicies, it vy with the point of ber Black stletto,

Bafore | ge1 withen 20 yards of the tall, dapoer man

in the navy blazer and chings, a hald, I ksel man

M, Askin 1Ty bar )

byt b o il bt bestedind Between the celebs, the starchitects and .
In Venice in early September, there are s1ars the sauna, this year’s Venice Biennale .~

everywhere. SCarkell bohansson and Brian de Paima

P ST AT IR 5 e T Siﬁ_.!ght tosell aroad map for urj:uan living

andl Josh Hartnett can be spotted al every party Writer Sophie Lovell - y y

in town. But they are just run-of-the-mill movie stars., Photographer Jonathan Frantini /

Here, 3t the ArchiteCiure Biaanake, are Venice's
rial Celeleiles, Mere and only here, Renzs Plano’s o
press PRI Rave ThNT 0wn peopie. Thi samne 1
archutegls who spend thew days hoping for the phone
10 ring or hectoring thie préss 1o pubish ther projects
suidenty find themseves the guests of haneur, And
the genuine starchetecls, bke Renzo Plang and Richard
Ropers, sweet, unstarry, national treasuces both, Bind
thémmsehoes feted bee hilm stars whereeer thiry turn
For the bulk of the visiters who flocked to the
Bennale in Venice, this was where thi event's star
quakity bgan and ended, They were 5000 hard at
work poring guer popl Lation stalishcs, weather charts
and iraffic-Now dagrams. The 2006 Bicnnale's
director Richard Burcei, professor of architecture
and urbanism 3t the London Scheol of FConomics.,
chose Cities, Arghitecture and Society’ as his theme.
I8¢ launched the exbibicion weh the lirst of many
saltsbs: “Today, more than half of the global
population is urbaa; bey 2050, 75 per cent ol peopie are
eapecled 1o fve incities.” He celebrated the planes
poputation’s side o the whan megalopolis wicth an »
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avalanche of aerial wiews, sound bites, flow-charts and
3D density modeks, documenting the cverwhelming
seabe and intensity of contemporary ueban growth and
decay. As modernist issues of Utopian urban living
become topical again, architectare’s mud h-maligned
twin, urban planning. has started to blossom

once more, What we need, says Burdetl, are solutions,
models and dialogue lor the futuce of the tly.
Architects are 1 book at the big picture again and build
social iteraction and sustainabie growth imlo Lheir
vomputer-generated visions of the fuure.

I the panslionrs of Lhe Guaeding, indosdual nations
and projects invited by Burdett continued his theme
wilh mgre slalistics, talking heads and plenty of
statements, bt solulions were a litthe on the then sade,
The main problem for all cencerned seoms to be how
o package wortlny [ssues in a conlemgorany bormat
that doesn't hawve the Wsitor switching off rather
[han being nspired, It is easy, It seems, loF architects
to flaunt their 21st-century Wsions in the shape of
intedligent buildings, high-rise feats of engineering and
supple, organic foems and sking, but making food
barriers, cycle paths, public transport rets and dene bt
land red lamaton sexy Lakes more than a pe chart,

The debut of the *Real Time Rome” praject from
KNT's SENSEable (ity Laboratory got on the case by
presenting populaton statrstics compiled from
mobile-phone wse in real-time animations. Hot and
Codd peales and trougis waxed and waned a0r0ss
UFARSpANent SCFEENS 25 Rom was iranshonmid o
morphing moyntan ranges of density and use
that were illuménating in both senses ol the word,

The future of the city

According to Richard Rogers and Renzo Plana

Richard Rogers (above Jeft):

I think it's important to create a *belt’ around
cities by developing former industrial areas.
Also, cities have to become far more dense and
compact in the sense that in any neighbourhood
you should be able to walk to a restaurant.
Take Copenhagen, for example: it's a dark city
for much of the year, but people still go about
their business on bicycles because it's so
compact. Good planning will allow families to
live In a city and not feel they have to escape.

Renzo Plano (above right):

We have to take back our cities! The city has
hecome a polzrised place where there are rich
pecple and poor pecple — and there shouldn't
be such extremes. Genea has expanded lke an
el slick over the years and hasn't exactly bean
treated well. Going forward, there has got to be
some kind of relationship between the centre
of town and the outskirts of town. We can't just
expand here and there without some kind of
plan, or else what happens is that you get eithar
poor nelghbourhoods or neighbourhoods made
up entirely of shopping centres.
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Another project that successfully presented a ragher
dey topec was the "Shonking Cites’ exhibition,

curated by Phitipp Oswalr, which used a refreshingly
low-tech approach. Printed newspaper and photo
vealipaper picked out the sakent posats of the problems.
of sheinkage in Western cities, such 35 dereliction,
joblessness and community decay, ina way Uhal could
b identified with and therefare digested a1 a personal
Ievel by the visor,

& veied and crosted method used by science
museyms woridwide to encourage peblic engagement
i ntangabbe issves i that of interaction, The British
pavilion exhibil “Echo City", curated by Jeremy Till.
il wsilors Lovsil 2L a table and oot oul and gloe
together thelr own redesign of spaces for the regaonal
oty of Sheffieid, A playful atmosphers was also to
b found i the Greek pavikon exlwbion, entitied
‘The Aegean, an interspersed City". Giant wall-maveted
Tams simulated the eternal winds surrounding this
‘city of islands’, Packing crates stamped with the
names of island destinations contained models of car
ferries, life-jackets. Mip-flops and botted water,

The eftect was inviting = you felt yeu almost wanted to
Sl ondeck and wribe a postcard — bt it was hard to
see whene the problems and issues of Greek City kile
came mito Lhe picture,

Thee piratical occupation-of the French panlion
by thie Exyzt Collective caused the bigpest buzz in the
Giarding, Thiry converted the clissical buldng into
A commune, complete with 2 bar, 2 Kitchen, an infernet
B sped and acotlage ndustry T-shirl production
ared, A scaffolding extension oato the roofiop
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MEGALOPOLIS NOW

Above, the director of this year's Biennale,
Richard Burdett, at the entrance to his
exhibition 2t the Corderie within the Arsenale

Below, in true hothouse spirit; Exyzt Collective
in thelr sauna, part of the commune they
created in the French pavilion and occupied for
the duration of the show
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housed 3 $auna and a shower for the G0CUPaME,
vy 100k up reskdence lor the duration. The place was
packed with wine-donking Biennale wisions - furmed-
comradey; proof of the notion that Uhe way o
the citizen’s heart o theough his stomach = and the
Exyzl inchouse chel served the best lood In the park.

Fum aside, Uhe main purpase of the Biennale is
the exchange of miormaticn within the intermational
archuteCral commipnity. One of the lew pavilioss that
really divotid its elforts towards aritical and practical
solstions to particular meer-Cily issues was that of
Germanvy, The commissioners, Bedin-hatsed anchitects
Grintuch » Ersl. contentrated their ‘Convertible City”
on planned and completed propects desgned to
regenerati and maintam density in German incer-gity
areas, bnding together the old fabric with the new,
Theey prisented 346 projects by the likes of Gralt
Anchitects, Roalities: United, Arao Ledener and Olybor
Eliasson, which 2l celebrated a retum 10 enjoving the
city and its spaces n between.

After the Biennale’s depicions ol the trials
and tribwl ations of ity ke and Venice's September
crowds, e5Cape started 1o seem like 3 prioity.
Thass thee defightiully simple rural architecture
of Terunobi Fujimorni in the Lapanese pavilion came
a5 a'welcome respate. He images of little bespoke
Japanese ed bouses prohed in tree trunic, like
fairy-tale owallngs. and buddngs with curved roofs,
clad m copper or cedar scales, and chavred wood walls,
were the antithesis of the fapanese packed and
cramped megalopols life. Thiy were quiel poems 2mid
the niise, Celebrity and confusion.
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